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ORIZONS OF HOPE 
    Fixing the world with hope....    

 

A Joyous Celebration of St. Clare’s Feast Day  

Many thanks to all who joined us 
at the wonderful celebration of the 
feast of St. Clare on August 11 at 
St. Michael the Archangel Parish 
in Clearwater, FL.   
 

 

Fr. Ailbe O'Murchu was the main 
celebrant at the Mass of Thanks-
giving and Msgr. Brendan Mul-
doon and Fr. Patrick Rahill con-
celebrated. Fr. Ted Costello wel-
comed everyone on behalf of St. 
Michael Parish.  
 

Fr. Ailbe’s homily about St. Clare 
and “living the dream” was very 
inspiring.   

The music provided for us by mu-
sic director Elizabeth Lyons, Sr. 
Kathleen Luger OSC on the cello 
and cantor Sharon Coogan was 
simply beautiful.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A special thanks goes to Fr. Gregg 
Tottle, his staff, and the St. Mi-
chael parishioners for the many 
ways they reached out to us and 
for the wonderful refreshments 
after Mass.  
 

We also thank each one  who 
joined us in the celebration and 
made it such a special day for us! 

H 

Dear Friends,  
 

In recent months we have endured the 
troubling reports of violence, terrorism 
and the displacement of so many peo-
ple.  It is heartbreaking.  When Pope 
Francis declared that this would be a 
Jubilee Year of Mercy, he exhorted us 
“to bear the weaknesses and struggles of 
our brothers and sisters” and “to open 
our eyes and see the misery of the 
world, the wounds of our brothers and 
sisters.” 

 

Although this is difficult, we can do so 
when we recall how much God has 
looked upon our own worries and con-
cerns with unlimited love and mercy.  
Let us pray for the grace to be effective 
signs of God’s mercy to others, with the 
assurance given by the Franciscan Bish-
op, St. Francis de Sales: 
  

 “Do not fear what may 
happen tomorrow; the 
same understanding 
Father who cares for 
you today will take 
care of you then and 
every day. He will ei-
ther shield you from 
suffering or will give 
you unfailing strength 
to bear it.  Be at 
peace, and put aside 
all anxious thought 
and imaginations.” 

 

So touched by God’s great 
compassion, can we not also 
show compassion to others? 

Yours in Christ, 

~Sisters of St. Clare 

 

 

The Power of Assisi...bring 
back lost souls to Christ 



 

 

From July 3rd through July 11th, the 34 dele-
gates representing the regions of the Sisters of 
St. Clare in Europe, Central America and the 
U.S. met daily at the Dromantine Retreat Center 
near Newry, Ireland.  The purpose of the gath-
ering or “Chapter” was to enable the Sisters to 
evaluate the spiritual, apostolic and economic 
wellbeing of the Congregation of the Sisters of 
St. Clare and to discern, plan and begin the next 
phase in the life of our Congregation.   
 

Each day began with the Gospel readings for 
the day and scriptural sharing.   As facilitated 
by Sr. Barbara Valuckas SSND, Ph.D., the del-
egates would share their sense of how God is 
moving in their hearts. The Sisters as a group 
thus became spiritually acquainted, attuned to 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit and open to a 
transforming exchange among themselves for 
the greater good of the whole Congregation.  
 

At 5:30 p.m. the Sisters would gather in the 
chapel for daily Mass celebrated by Fr. Gerry  
 

 

 

Moore OFM who, although ordained in Dublin, 
now ministers in Central America. 
 

From this process of communal discernment 
and consensus building, the Sisters developed a 
“Direction Statement,” a copy of which fol-
lows.  In addition to drafting the Direction 
Statement, the delegates elected the incoming 
Leadership Team: Sr. Anne Kelly, Abbess Gen-
eral, and Sr. Margaret McElgunn, Sr. Mark 
Holywood, Sr. Maureen O'Dea and Sr. Anne 
Ryan as the Council.  
 

The transition to the new leadership team will 
take place at the end of September and, God 
willing, those Sisters will continue to serve in 
that capacity until the next Chapter, 4 years 
from now, in 2020.  In the coming months, the 
current Regional Leaders will have completed 
their term and Regional Leaders for the upcom-
ing 4-year term will be selected. 
 

Please pray for us Sisters as we begin the next 
phase in the life of our Congregation. 

 

 Sisters’ “Chapter of Discernment” a Joyous and Uplifting Experience  

‘Incoming’ Leadership Team ‘Outgoing’ Leadership Team 

L to R: Sr Mark Holywood, Sr. Maureen O’Dea, Sr. Anne 
Kelly; Abbess General, Sr. Margaret McElgunn, Sr. Anne 
Ryan 

L to R: Sr. Maureen O’Dea, Sr. Lucia Brady, Sr. Anne Kelly; 
Abbess General, Sr. Anne Ryan, Sr. Julie McGoldrick  

  May the Lord bless you and keep you. 
  May He show His face to you and be merciful to you. 
  May He turn His countenance to you and give you peace. 
  May the Lord be with you always, and 

  Wherever you are, may you be with Him always. Amen 

 The Blessing of St. Clare 



 

Sisters’ “Chapter of Discernment” a Joyous and Uplifting Experience  

L to R: Srs.,Anne Ryan, Margaret Mc Elgunn, Anne Kelly, Maureen O’Dea, 
Mark Holywood 

L to R:  Srs Briege McKenna and Mercedes Coen 

L to R: Srs. Joan McAteer, Madeline Fitzgerald, Blanca Rosa, Marie O’Shea, 
Kathleen Moore, Julie McGoldrick, Briege McKenna 

L to R: Srs. Anne Ryan, Elizabeth Wall and Maureen James. 

L to R: Srs. Therese Carolan, Marie Doyle, Maureen ODea, Mercedes Coen. 



 

Direction Statement, Sisters of St Clare 

As Sisters of St Clare, we look forward to the future of our Congregation with hope 
and trust in a Provident God. We witness joyfully to the transforming grace of Christ 
in our broken world and desire to deepen our communion with all of Creation ac-
cording to the Gospel and the mandate which we have received from Clare  and 
Francis.  
 

We commit ourselves to: 
strengthen integral transformation within ourselves; 
cultivate authentic relationships with our sisters in community; 
witness Gospel challenge within and to our Church; 
revitalize compassionate solidarity in our world; 
promote environmental stewardship in the care of our Mother Earth.  



Sr. Treasa Recounts her Diverse Experiences  
in Florida and Wilmington 

As a young Sister of St Clare in initial for-
mation, I was asked to take time out of my usu-
al ministry of teaching in Ireland to spend time 
in the Florida Region and Wilmington, DE in 
order to experience the living out of our Char-
ism in another region and to be exposed to dif-
ferent ministries. With the words of our Holy 
Mother St Clare- ‘go forward secure and with 
joy as you have a good escort for your jour-
ney,’ ringing in my ears, I set off… 

 

I had a two-fold purpose in volunteering at The 
Ministry of Caring. I was being called to adapt 
and change and embrace an ap-
ostolic service very different 
from teaching…i.e.,feeding the 
homeless, the poor, the exploited 
and oppressed and ministering to 
African-American seniors. I also 
had the opportunity to further 
discern my vocation as a Sister 
of St Clare and to consider 
God’s hand at work in my life.   
 

Each morning during my time in 
Wilmington, I served at the 
“Emmanuel Dining Room” 
which provides breakfast and 
lunch to the needy 365 days eve-
ry year.  Its motto, “The Poor 
Should Never Be Treated Poor-
ly”  is closely connected to the Sisters of St. 
Clare charism concerning service to the poor 
and the disenfranchised.  I began to realize the 
significance of even the smallest  tasks and the 
privilege to be serving these people – these 
children of God. Every interaction was a holy 
service.  The little connections were powerful 
but often involved only a nod of the head or a 
reassuring smile or a simple acknowledgement 
of their preference for sugar or not!  I noted 
when people were missing - I began to see past 
the exterior and wonder about the stories be-
hind the faces… I desired to know about the 
blankness in the eyes and the cuts on their fac-
es.  I got to witness first-hand the result of un-
just social structures, addictions and abandon-
ment.  

I was also humbled by the selfless volunteers 
who, some for over 30 years, have been faith-
fully and joyfully serving meals to the home-
less before setting about their own daily tasks. 
This experience has definitely taught me a lot 
about humanity and it has made me more grate-
ful and humble of heart.  
 

I also ministered at Sacred Heart Village which 
provides permanent, affordable housing for 
seniors – chiefly African-Americans. I delight-
ed in getting to know and interact with the resi-
dents and looked forward to the events of the 

day and entering into the lives of 
those living there.  I have bene-
fitted greatly from the exposure 
to the various cultures and na-
tionalites and I believe that this 
diversity has helped me to em-
brace even more fully our pil-
grim journey.  
 

In Wilmington, I had the oppor-
tunity to spend time with the 
“Poor Clare enclosed Capuchin 
Sisters.” Although they live the 
cloistered life, I felt a deep con-
nection with them. I shared in 
their Masses and liturgies and 
regularly popped in to go over 
music and have a chat and to 

help out with singing at Mass. They were a 
steadying force for me when I felt unsettled.  
 

I was also blessed to have spent time with our 
Sisters in Florida. As Clares, our “community 
living” is essential and I am grateful for the 
time when I was immersed in a life of loving 
concern, mutual trust and acceptance in accord-
ance with the charism of our holy Mother, St 
Clare. I give thanks to “the giver of life, from 
whom every good thing proceeds” and thank 
most sincerely all those who have made my 
time in Wilmington and Florida possible and 
fruitful.  ~ 

Sr. Treasa Davey 

 



 

Sisters Mourn the Passing of Msgr. Laurence Higgins 
 

In 1965, Msgr. Laurence Higgins, then the pastor of St. Lawrence Parish in Tampa, invited the 
Sisters of St. Clare to come from Ireland to Tampa to teach and serve as principal of the St. 
Lawrence School.  This was the beginning of the Sisters’ mission in 
Florida that has since expanded both in scope and location. 

 

On August 24, 2016 Msgr. Higgins went home 
to the Lord at age 87 after serving as the pas-
tor of St. Lawrence Parish for 49 years.   
 

The local newspaper lauded Msgr. Higgins as 
“the charming Irish priest who was a confidant 
of Tampa's power elite in politics, business 
and professional sports.”  We Sisters have 
perhaps a more personal and spiritual con-
nection to Monsignor.  Sr. Lucia Brady and Sr. Liz Moran explain that it 

was their great privilege and blessing to be with Msgr. Higgins and to pray with him just hours 
before he died. 
 

Please keep Msgr. Higgins in your prayers.  May his soul and the soul of all the faithful depart-
ed rest in peace.   
 

Photo Legend: 1965  St Laurence School, Tampa—Father Higgins and Bishop Doherty, Diocese of Dromore, Ireland.;   
Sisters (L-R):. Consolata, Margaret Finn, Helen Conway (Principal}, Magdalen, Christine Cunningham , Madeline Fitzgerald.  

On earth, may He increase His grace and  virtues...In heaven may  He exalt 
and glorify you...from Clare’s 3rd letter to Blessed Agnes  of  Prague 

 

Please remember in your prayers our deceased friends and  benefactors,  
including the following who recently passed away 

Maura Gibney  Joan Jordan 

Frank Kobus  Berthe Koeberle 

Imelda Mulligan  Sheila Murphy 

Bertolo Papa  Karl and Dolores Smitz 

Sr. Colette Lammas OSC - taught in St Clare's  
National School, Harold's Cross, Dublin 
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We Sisters have been blessed with many won-
derful and special friends.  Each of you is 
unique, with unique gifts and talents; thus, it 
comes naturally that we treasure each of you in 
a unique way.   In our Horizons of Hope News-
letters, we would like to introduce you to – and 
in many cases to re-acquaint you with - friends 
who have supported the Mission of the Sisters 
of St. Clare, shared with us the charism of 
Saints Clare and Francis of Assisi, and have 
worked in so many ways to “build up God’s 
kingdom.”  
 

Some of you may recognize Jim and Marilyn 
Allen from their  involvement in St. Jerome 
Parish. Both are sacristans and Eucharistic 
Ministers and have participated in several small 
faith-sharing groups. Marilyn volunteers at the 
parish office and has many times served as a 
sponsor for RCIA candidates and catechumens, 
and Jim says he “practices his Spanish” when 
he leads en español some of the prayers of the 
“International Rosary.”  
 

After meeting while Jim was a student at the 
University of Massachusetts, Marilyn and Jim 
married and settled down in Chalfont, Pennsyl-
vania, a suburb of Philadelphia.  The Allens’ 
involvement in St. Jude Parish and the strong 
encouragement of their next-door neighbors led 
them to participate in the Cursillo movement.  
Jim metaphorically describes that the life-

changing experience “was like taking the fro-
zen steak (of their souls) and moving it to a hot 
stove;” Marilyn explained further that Jim’s 
spirit seemed to experience a radical and posi-
tive change and, for her, the scripture readings 
in Mass “came alive.”  
 

Thereafter, their intense love of the Catholic 
faith led them to many special experiences. 
The Allens made pilgrimages to Medjugorje 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and to Betania, 
Venezuela, both places where Blessed Vir-
gin Mary has been appearing and giving 
messages to the world.  A few years ago, 
Jim and their son, Michael, bicycled the 500
-mile Camino de Santiago in Spain also 
known as the “Way of St. James.”  More 
recently, Jim and daughter, Tina, hiked sig-
nificant portions of the Camino pilgrimage 
route which concludes at the shrine of the 
apostle St. James the Great in the Cathedral 
of Santiago de Compostela in Galicia in 
northwestern Spain. 
 

The Allens became significantly involved 
with the Sisters almost 10 years ago, when 
they hosted a “small group gathering” in 
their home, at which they shared with their 
friends information about the Sisters’ mis-
sion and ministries as well as our concerns 
about vocations and the support of our el-
derly and infirm Sisters.  Both Jim and Mar-
ilyn have worked countless hours at the Sis-
ters’ Mission House, writing articles for the 
Sisters’ website and Newsletters, working 
on the Sisters’ administrative records sys-
tem, and planning, organizing and managing 
the Sisters’ Horizons of Hope Galas. 
 

The Allens may not describe themselves in 
terms like “Franciscan” or “sharing the mis-
sion of the Sisters of St. Clare.”  Yet, we 
believe that those words most definitely de-
scribe both of them.  Jim and Marilyn con-
sistently and selflessly practice the values of 
relationship, collaboration, and stewardship.  
They generously contribute their services 
and time without counting the cost – all is a 
labor of love for them – and they are always 
ready to help and “go above and beyond,” 
giving true witness of the charism of Clare 
and Francis, and furthering the mission of 
the Sisters of Sr. Clare. 

 The Blessing of Good Friends 
 



 

 

St. Francis House 
11235 Apache Place 

Largo, FL 33774 

Phone: 727 593 8195 
 

SISTERS OF ST. CLARE 
FLORIDA REGION 

SPRING 2014 
 

Find us on the  web 
sistersofstclare.org 


